March 20, 2000

PRESS RELEASE

Seni or Judge Lawence A. Wight of the United States Tax
Court died peacefully fromconplications of cancer on March 19,
2000, at Georgetown University Hospital in Washington, D.C

Judge Wight was appointed to the United States Tax Court by
Presi dent Reagan, taking the oath of office on Cctober 30, 1984,
and assum ng seni or status on Novenber 1, 1996

Judge Wight was born on Decenber 25, 1927, in Stratton,
Mai ne.

Entering the U S. Arny as a private in 1945, Judge Wi ght
was rel eased fromactive duty 42 nonths |later as a second
| i eutenant on Novenber 30, 1948, and ultimately retired fromthe
U S Arny Reserves in 1978 as a colonel in the judge advocate
branch. His mlitary awards included the Legion of Mrit.

Judge Wi ght earned a bachelor’s degree fromthe University
of Maine in 1953, a | aw degree from Georgetown University in
1956, and a nmaster in law in taxation degree from Boston
University Law School in 1962. From 1957 to 1969, he was seni or
trial counsel for the IRS in Boston. He served as Tax
Comm ssioner for the State of Vernont from 1969 through 1971
when he joined the Burlington, Vernont, law firmof G avel, Shea
& Wight, Ltd., where he practiced law until his 1984 appoi nt nent
to the Tax Court.

Judge Wight resided in Annapolis, Maryland, with his wife
of 47 years, the former Avis F. Leahy. They have five sons:
M chael , of Vernont; David, of Annapolis; Janes, of Montpelier,
France; Stephen, of Portland, M ne; and Dougl as, of
San Franci sco; and six grandchil dren.



