


 

STATEMENT OF CHIEF JUDGE MAURICE B. FOLEY 
Committees on Appropriations  

Subcommittees on Financial Services and General Government 
United States House of Representatives and United States Senate 

Madam Chair, Messrs. Chairmen, Ranking Members, and Members of the Committees: 

Thank you for the opportunity to present the United States Tax Court’s Fiscal Year 2023 Congressional 
Budget Justification. The United States Tax Court is established under Article I of the United States 
Constitution as the primary judicial forum in which taxpayers may, without first paying the tax, dispute 
a deficiency determined by the Internal Revenue Service. 

The Court’s Fiscal Year 2023 budget request is $57,300,000, a 1.6 percent decrease from the Fiscal Year 
2022 requested appropriation. The Court’s budget request provides detail for total obligations, reduced 
by anticipated offsetting fee fund collections. The Fiscal Year 2023 total obligations of $61,284,000 
reflect an increase of $2.2 million, or 3.8 percent, from Fiscal Year 2022 planned. In Fiscal Year 2023, the 
Court anticipates using $4 million from accumulated offsetting fee fund collections. To facilitate the 
effective use of funds, the Court requests appropriation language to authorize the transfer of $528,000 
in accumulated funds from the practice fee fund to the offsetting fee collections fund, with 
commensurate reduction in enacted appropriation funding. 

In FY 2021, the Court conducted all trials and hearings remotely. Consistent with the statutory mandate 
to provide an accessible forum with minimal inconvenience and expense to taxpayers, the Court now 
provides the option for remote proceedings and can quickly pivot to such proceedings when it is 
warranted. 

The Court continues to expand outreach and engagement. In FY 2021, the Court began a new Diversity 
in Government Internship Program (DiG Tax), a paid internship for talented and underserved students 
interested in federal government careers. The Court also announced a new Diversity and Inclusion Series 
comprised of webinars spotlighting the paths and successes of different trailblazers in the legal field.  

It has been an honor to serve as Chief Judge through this important chapter in the history of the United 
States Tax Court. Through all of the challenges, the Court has emerged with more streamlined policies 
and agile technologies to fulfill its mission more efficiently.  

Thank you for your continued support of the United States Tax Court.   

 

 

Maurice B. Foley, Chief Judge 

February 28, 2022
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Overview of the Court 
Mission 
The mission of the United States Tax Court is to provide a national forum for the expeditious resolution 
of disputes between taxpayers and the Internal Revenue Service; for careful consideration of the merits 
of each case; and to ensure a uniform interpretation of the Internal Revenue Code. The Court is committed 
to providing taxpayers, most of whom are self-represented, with a reasonable opportunity to appear 
before the Court, with as little inconvenience and expense as is practicable. The Court is also committed 
to providing an accessible judicial forum with simplified procedures for disputes involving $50,000 or less. 

Historical Overview 
In the Revenue Act of 1924, Congress established the Board of Tax Appeals (Board) as an independent 
agency in the Executive Branch to permit taxpayers to challenge determinations made by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) of their tax liabilities before payment.1 In 1942, Congress changed the name of the 
Board to the “Tax Court of the United States,” but the Tax Court of the United States remained an 
independent agency in the Executive Branch.2 In the Tax Reform Act of 1969, the Tax Court of the United 
States was reconstituted as the United States Tax Court (Tax Court or Court).3   

Section 7441 of Title 26 of the United States Code provides that:   

There is hereby established, under article I of the Constitution of the United States, 
a court of record to be known as the United States Tax Court. The members of the 
Tax Court shall be the chief judge and the judges of the Tax Court. The Tax Court is 
not an agency of, and shall be independent of, the executive branch of the 
Government. 

The Tax Court is a court of law with nationwide jurisdiction exercising judicial power independent of the 
Executive and Legislative Branches.4 The Tax Court is one of the courts in which taxpayers can bring suit 
to contest IRS determinations, and it is the primary court in which taxpayers can do so without prepaying 
any portion of the disputed taxes.5    

 
1 Revenue Act of 1924, ch. 234, § 900(a), (k), 43 Stat. 253, 336. Before 1924 taxpayers who wished to 

contest a determination made by the Bureau of Internal Revenue (now the IRS) were required to pay the tax 
assessed and then file suit against the Federal Government for a refund. See Flora v. United States, 362 U.S. 
145, 151–152 (1960). 

2 Revenue Act of 1942, ch. 619, § 504(a), 56 Stat. 957. 
3 Pub. L. No. 91-172, 83 Stat. 730. 
4 Freytag v. Commissioner, 501 U.S. 868, 890-891 (1991). 
5 The other federal courts with jurisdiction over tax disputes are the United States Court of Federal 

Claims, United States district courts, and United States bankruptcy courts. 
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Pandemic Response and Post-Pandemic Initiatives 
for Remote Access to Justice 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continued to present challenges with multiple variants posing new 
threats to public health and safety. The Court was better equipped to handle these challenges based on 
lessons learned and actions taken during the early stages of the pandemic. Post-pandemic the Court will 
continue to determine best practices and technologies that should be retained or adapted. Practices and 
procedures to conduct remote proceedings and to operate remotely increase access to justice and 
improve delivery of Court services.  

Court Operations 
Court personnel demonstrated exceptional dedication and resilience with many process changes and 
innovations. In FY 2021, most Court employees continued to telework or work remotely. Limiting the 
number of employees in the courthouse provided a safer environment for those employees who were 
required to work on-site. At the discretion of judges, chambers staff either teleworked or worked in-
person. The success of telework and remote work during the pandemic led the Court to adopt expanded 
policies, enhancing the ability to attract and retain qualified talent. 

The total number of petitions filed in a typical 12-month period is between 23,000 and 26,000. In FY 2021, 
however, 35,297 petitions were filed. The level of IRS audit and enforcement activity directly impacts the 
number of petitions filed.6 The significant increase in petitions received created a processing backlog. 
Court staff were pulled from multiple offices and worked extra hours. The Court issued several press 
releases to inform taxpayers and practitioners that the Court was processing petitions as expeditiously as 
possible. To limit the potential for premature assessments and enforcement actions against petitioners, 
the Court notified the IRS of petitions received.  

Nonattorneys who meet certain requirements and pass an exam are authorized to practice before the 
Court. In 2020 the Court postponed the in-person nonattorney exam. On November 17, 2021, the 
nonattorney exam was administered remotely for the first time. Using ExamSoft’s platform, 160 
examinees took the exam. This format proved more accessible for nationwide examinees and more cost 
effective than administering the exam in leased facilities in Washington, D.C. 

  

 
6 The IRS changed operations during the pandemic by: (1) not issuing a Notice of Deficiency and other 

similar actions unless the statute of limitations was about to expire, (2) suspending new automatic liens and 
levies, (3) not starting new audits unless it was deemed necessary to protect the government’s interest in 
preserving the applicable statute of limitations, and (4) suspending new passport certifications to the 
Department of State for “seriously delinquent” taxpayer IR-2020-59 (March 25, 2020). In FY 2021, the IRS 
significantly increased the number of notices issued. 
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In-Person and Remote Proceedings 
The Court’s nationwide jurisdiction makes it well-suited for remote proceedings. Remote proceedings 
provide a valuable and effective means of fulfilling the Court’s statutory requirement to hold hearings and 
trials “with as little inconvenience and expense to taxpayers as is practicable.” 7 Remote proceedings 
provide scheduling flexibility and an alternative means for conducting trials in the event of local 
restrictions (e.g., related to the pandemic), travel issues, weather concerns, or courtroom unavailability. 

In FY 2021, the Court safely conducted 100 percent of its hearings and trials remotely. The Court gradually 
re-instated in-person trials in October 2021. During the Covid-19 surge from the Omicron variant, the 
Court was able to shift proceedings (i.e., scheduled in January and February of 2022) from in-person to 
remote. 

The success of remote proceedings also resulted in the Court’s adoption of policies and procedures in 
August 2021 to institutionalize remote proceedings post-pandemic. This shift was made after considering 
feedback from representatives of the Low Income Taxpayer Clinics (LITC), American Bar Association, and 
IRS. The new policy permits a party to request a remote trial. The Court informs petitioners of this option 
in the notice of receipt of petition that is issued soon after a petition is filed. To routinely accommodate 
remote trials and hearings, the Court now schedules remote trial sessions every trial term.  

  

 
7 26 U.S.C. § 7446. 
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Budget Request 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request is $57,300,000, a 1.6 percent decrease from the FY 2022 requested 
appropriation amount of $58,200,000. The Court’s budget request provides detail for total obligations, 
reduced by anticipated offsetting fee fund collections. The FY 2023 total obligations of $61,284,000 
reflect an increase of $2.2 million, or 3.8 percent from FY 2022 planned total obligations of $59,050,000. 
The Court anticipates using $4 million from accumulated offsetting fee fund collections in Fiscal Year 2023.   

No-Year Appropriation Authority 
The Court’s FY 2023 request includes no-year appropriation authority of $1,000,000 to facilitate more 
effective and efficient planning, budgeting, and use of funds. The Court’s appropriations for FY 2019 
through FY 2022 included no-year appropriation authority of $1,000,000. In FY 2021, the Court used no-
year funding for services related to the new electronic filing and case management system that permitted 
work to continue efficiently through the periods of appropriation lapses and continuing resolutions. As 
the Court reimagines and embraces new ways of operating, the no-year authority permits the Court to 
incorporate necessary technology modernizations in leased courtrooms and develop functionalities for 
the Court’s electronic filing and case management system.   

Proposed Appropriation Language   
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses, including contract reporting and other services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. sec. 
3109, and not to exceed $3,000 for official reception and representation expenses, [$58,200,000] 
$57,300,000, of which $1,000,000 shall remain available until expended: Provided, That the amount made 
available under 26 U.S.C. section 7475 shall be transferred and added to any amounts available under 26 
U.S.C. section 7473, to remain available until expended, for the operation and maintenance of the United 
States Tax Court: Provided further, That travel expenses of the judges shall be paid upon the written 
certificate of the judge. 

Proposed Committee Report Language 
The Committee recommends $57,300,000 for the U.S. Tax Court. The Committee recommends that the 
Office of Personnel Management accommodate conversion to the electronic Official Personnel Folder 
(eOPF) of the U.S. Tax Court employee personnel files no later than the end of FY 2023. 
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Budget Adjustments and Explanation 
(For the Budget Adjustments and Explanation section, amounts are rounded.)  

Personnel Compensation and Personnel Benefits (Object Classifications 
11 and 12) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $28.8 million for salaries and $8.5 million for benefits, an 
increase of $1.2 million and $530,000, respectively, from FY 2022 planned.   

Judicial Officers 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $9.9 million for salaries and $1.45 million for general benefits 
for judicial officers, an increase of $435,000 and $120,000, respectively, from FY 2022 planned.   

The Tax Court is composed of 19 judges who are appointed to 15-year terms by the President, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 8  Tax Court judges are paid at the same rate and in the same 
installments as judges of the district courts of the United States. A judge who is eligible to retire and who 
elects to receive retired pay is subject to recall by the Chief Judge to serve as a senior judge. The period a 
retired judge can be called upon to perform judicial duties cannot, however, in the aggregate, exceed 90 
calendar days in any one calendar year without that judge’s consent. Senior judges receive pay at the 
same rate as active Tax Court judges. Special trial judges, who are appointed by the Chief Judge, are paid 
at a rate equal to 90 percent of the rate for active Tax Court judges.9  

The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes a total of 47 presidentially appointed judges (a full 
complement of the statutory 19 presidentially appointed judges, 13 senior judges on recall, and 10 senior 
judges not on recall) and 5 special trial judges, reflecting an increase of 1 judge from the Court’s FY 2022 
planned. 

As of the date of submission, the Tax Court has 2 judicial vacancies, for which the President has not 
submitted nominations. The Court’s FY 2023 request anticipates that both of the judicial vacancies are 
filled in FY 2022.  

Tax Court Judicial Officers Survivors Annuity Fund 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $170,000, based on an actuarial assessment, for the FY 2023 
contribution to the Tax Court judges survivors annuity fund (JSAF), reflecting no change from the FY 2022 
planned. The actual contribution in FY 2021 to JSAF was approximately $162,000. At the time of this 
submission, there are 26 judges participating in JSAF, with 4 surviving spouses and no dependent children 
receiving survivorship annuity payments. In FY 2022, the Court anticipates that 1 new surviving spouse 
will begin receiving survivorship annuity payments. 

  

 
8  26 U.S.C. § 7443. See List of Judges below. 
9 26 U.S.C. § 7443A(d). 
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Congress established the JSAF to provide survivorship benefits to eligible surviving spouses and 
dependent children of deceased Tax Court judges. Participating judges pay 3.5 percent of their salaries or 
retired pay into the fund. Additional payments to offset JSAF unfunded liabilities are provided from the 
Court’s annual appropriation.  

Court Personnel 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $18.9 million for staff salaries and $6.8 million for general 
benefits, increases of $765,000 and $335,000, respectively, from FY 2022 planned. The increases are 
primarily attributable to staff positions for the new presidentially appointed judges and new operational 
staff. 

The FY 2023 request includes a full year of compensation and benefits for the additional staff for the two 
new presidentially appointed judges and the new operational staff hired in FY 2022. The Court’s FY 2023 
request reflects the 2.2 percent raise and locality raises effective in calendar year 2022.   

The Court anticipates hiring staff for the new judges in mid-FY 2022 (one chambers administrator and two 
law clerks for each new judge). The Court hired staff for the new special trial judges in mid-FY 2022 (one 
chambers administrator and one law clerk for each special trial judge). The Court also anticipates hiring 
information technology staff in FY 2022. 

Over 20 percent of the Court’s staff are retirement eligible within 5 years. This percentage is consistent 
with overall federal government workforce projections. To attract and retain the most qualified talent for 
the future, the Court is embracing telework and remote work.   

In FY 2021, the Court began a new Diversity in Government Internship Program (DiG Tax), a paid 
internship for talented and underserved undergraduate or graduate students interested in federal 
government careers.  

Transit Subsidy 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $100,000 for commuting assistance transit benefits to Court 
employees as authorized by law, an increase of $75,000 from FY 2022 planned. The FY 2021 and 2022 
expenditures were significantly lower than historical levels because of the requirement for most Court 
employees to telework during the pandemic. The FY 2023 request anticipates an increase of in-person 
work. 

Travel and Transportation of Persons and Transportation of Things 
(Object Classifications 21 and 22) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $700,000 for travel and transportation of persons, an 
increase of $300,000 from FY 2022 planned, and $35,000 for transportation of things, an increase of 
$15,000 from FY 2022 planned.   

By statute, the times and places of Tax Court sessions must provide taxpayers an opportunity to appear 
before the Court with as little inconvenience and expense as is practicable.10 During the pandemic, the 
Court implemented procedures for remote trials and hearings. The Court, therefore, was able to conduct 

 
10 26 U.S.C. § 7446. 
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trial sessions relating to each of the 74 designated cities while prioritizing the health and safety concerns 
for litigants, taxpayer representatives, witnesses, LITC representatives, bar sponsored pro bono program 
representatives, the public, Court personnel, and judges. 

All trials and hearings held in FY 2021 were conducted remotely. In FY 2022, the Court began a gradual 
expansion of in-person proceedings, which is expected to continue in FY 2023. The in-person proceedings 
will require travel by judges, accompanied by trial clerks and equipment, to various cities. During FY 2022, 
the Court anticipates conducting approximately 65 weeks of in-person regularly scheduled trial sessions 
and 30 in-person special trial sessions for cases requiring lengthy trials. During FY 2023, the Court 
anticipates conducting approximately 125 weeks of in-person regularly scheduled trial sessions and 50 in-
person special trial sessions for cases requiring lengthy trials.  

Rents, Communications, and Utilities (Object Classification 23) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $11.6 million for rents, communications, and utilities, 
reflecting no change from FY 2022 planned.  

Rental Payments to General Services Administration (23.1) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $10.93 million to the General Services Administration (GSA) 
for rent, a decrease of $42,000 from FY 2022 planned.11  

The petitioner, at the time of filing the petition, requests the preferred place of trial from 74 designated 
trial cities.12 The Tax Court currently leases space in 37 cities, including the Washington, D.C. courthouse. 
GSA determines the rents the Court must pay for courtroom and chambers space without negotiation. 
With the capability of conducting trials and hearings remotely and the ability to analyze case-related data 
with the new electronic filing and case management system, the Court expects to evaluate the number 
and location of courtrooms used for trial sessions.  

In the 37 designated trial cities where the Court does not lease space, it borrows space from other federal 
courts. Pre-pandemic, the Court found it increasingly difficult to secure borrowed courtroom space in 
federal courthouses in many of these cities. Since the pandemic, there are greater spatial challenges. 
Federal courts are using multiple spaces to safely conduct in-person proceedings, guided by pandemic-
related directives from local, state, and federal public health authorities. Remote trials and hearings are 
an alternative when borrowed space is unavailable. 

In FY 2017, GSA funded a water intrusion study of the Washington D.C. courthouse that identified multiple 
structural deficiencies. Subsequently, GSA funded a project to replace the water membrane under the 
courthouse’s monumental stairs and replace the guardrails on the stairs and all exterior spaces on the first 
level. As of January 10, 2022, GSA reported that the project was 93 percent complete. GSA is actively 
addressing necessary remedial railing work. 

 
11 See Designated Trial Session Cities. 
12 Taxpayers who file a petition are referred to as petitioners. 
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Communications, Utilities, and Miscellaneous Charges (23.3) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $668,000 for communications, utilities, and miscellaneous 
charges, reflecting an increase of $44,000 from FY 2022 planned. Court operations require reliable and 
redundant network access services at the Washington, D.C. courthouse, at the cities where trials and 
hearings are held, and for judges and staff to telework and work remotely. 

Printing and Reproduction (Object Classification 24) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $21,000 for printing and reproduction costs, reflecting a 
decrease of $39,000 from FY 2022 planned. The Government Publishing Office and commercial vendors 
provide printing of Tax Court Reports, forms, and documents. 

Other Contractual Services (Object Classification 25) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $6.65 million for other contractual services, including 
security and technology services, reflecting an increase of $250,000 from FY 2022 planned. 

Advisory and Assistance Services (25.1) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $1.959 million for advisory and assistance services, reflecting 
a decrease of $29,000 from FY 2022 planned. These services include professional services to support 
technology demands, including cybersecurity vigilance. See Information Technology Initiatives below. 
These services also include expenditures such as loose-leaf filing services, shredding services, the annual 
Judicial Survivors’ Annuity Fund actuarial report, and professional services related to the Court’s 
nonattorney examination.  

Other Services Non-Federal (25.2) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $307,000 for other services from non-federal sources, 
reflecting an increase of $40,000 from FY 2022 planned. Non-federal sources provide court reporting and 
interpreter services.  

Other Goods and Services from Federal Sources (25.3)  
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $4.3 million for other goods and services from federal 
sources, reflecting an increase of $225,000 from FY 2022 planned. These services include judicial and court 
security (United States Marshals Service and Federal Protective Service); payroll services (Department of 
Interior, Interior Business Center); financial management, procurement and travel services (Department 
of Treasury, Bureau of the Fiscal Services, Administrative Resource Center); HSPD-12/PIV credentialing 
(GSA); and personnel background checks (Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency). 

The FY 2023 request includes funding of $160,000 for assessment and implementation services of the 
Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM) Federal Data Solutions, Data Warehouse Program for 
conversion to the electronic Official Personnel Folder (eOPF). With approximately 200 personnel files, the 
project is a small undertaking for OPM, with immeasurable benefits to the Court. Reliance on paper 
personnel files is an impediment for continuity of operations and created multiple obstacles during the 
pandemic, such as requiring on-site processing for retirements, transfers to and from the Court, and 
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certain personnel actions. Every year since FY 2018, the Court has requested funding for this conversion. 
OPM has consistently failed to act. Accordingly, the Court respectfully requests appropriation language 
directing OPM to accommodate conversion of the Court’s files no later than the end of FY 2023. 

Judicial and Court Security  
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $3.4 million for security services that are provided by the 
United States Marshals Service and the Federal Protective Service (FPS). The Court is obligated to pay 
FPS for security services in federal buildings where the Court leases space around the country. 

The Court became a protectee of the USMS in 2008 and is obligated by law to reimburse the USMS for 
security services. The requested amount provides reimbursement to the USMS for the salaries and 
benefits of a judicial security inspector assigned to the Tax Court and a management program analyst. 
The request also includes the salaries and benefits for security officers assigned to provide security 
coverage at the Washington, D.C. courthouse and at all in-person trials and hearings. 

The FY 2021 actual reimbursements to the USMS were lower than a typical year as a result of pandemic-
related operational changes. Because all trials and hearings were conducted remotely, there were no 
guard-hire hours for in-person proceedings.  

The Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Privacy Act of 2021 (S. 2340), as reported to the U.S. Senate by 
the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary, included the Tax Court. The purpose of the legislation is to 
enhance security procedures and increase the availability of tools to protect federal judges and their 
families. This legislation would limit the release of personally identifiable information of judges and 
prohibit the posting or selling of such information by federal agencies and data brokers.    

Repairs and Maintenance (25.4) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $10,000 for the use of private contractor services (e.g., 
internal and perimeter security services) for courthouse operations and maintenance, reflecting no 
change from FY 2022 planned. 

Operations and Maintenance Equipment and Software (25.7) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $95,000 for the maintenance agreements for library 
equipment and certain case services equipment, reflecting an increase of $15,000 from FY 2022 planned.  

Supplies and Materials (Object Classification 26) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $850,000 for supplies and materials, a decrease of $50,000 
from FY 2022 planned. The Court’s FY 2023 request anticipates $3,000 in reception and representation 
expenses associated with official receptions and similar functions that the Court hosts for the purpose of 
outreach and furtherance of the administration of justice. 
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Equipment (Object Classification 31) 
The Court’s FY 2023 budget request includes $4.075 million for technology equipment, office furniture, 
furnishings, and other equipment, an increase of $25,000 from FY 2022 planned.   

The Court continues to maintain equipment such as computers, monitors, scanners, and printers that 
require cyclical replacement. The global supply chain constraints (e.g., chip shortages) have resulted in 
delays to upgrade the Washington, D.C. courthouse IT infrastructure, including updating network 
switches and the physical access control system. Inflation rate increases in FY 2022 are also impacting 
technology equipment expenditures. 

The FY 2022 planned included in this FY 2023 request anticipates $20,000 for chambers suite furniture 
and furnishings for two new judges anticipated in FY 2022 (i.e., new judges for Divisions 12 and 14). A 
chambers suite includes: (1) the judge’s private office; (2) law clerk office(s); (3) judicial assistant(s) 
workstation(s); (4) reference or conference room; and (5) other associated spaces used by the judge and 
support staff. 
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Information Technology Initiatives 
The Court recognizes the importance and the benefits of implementing new technology and the dangers 
of ignoring them. Although it has taken several years to transition from legacy systems and equipment, 
the Court is now positioned to continuously modernize and embrace change. 

The Court’s ongoing migration to cloud-based solutions provides more cost effective and secure 
technology for operations. In FY 2021, the Court decommissioned over 100 on-site servers resulting in a 
minimal amount of technology equipment for the Court to maintain. In May 2021, the President issued an 
Executive Order on Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity mandating zero trust security requirements for 
federal information systems. The Court was an early adopter of this cybersecurity approach and took 
initial implementation steps in FY 2021. As the Court proceeds with implementing this cybersecurity 
strategy, the expectations are to have a simpler overall network infrastructure, a better user experience, 
and, ultimately, improved protection against cyberthreats.  

In conjunction with the Court’s migration to modern technology, the Court has engaged Gartner, Inc. for 
an assessment to determine the optimum IT staffing levels and required skill sets necessary to successfully 
operate and maintain the Court’s newly implemented technologies. The Court anticipates delivery of 
recommendations from Gartner, Inc. in FY 2022, with analysis and implementation to follow soon 
thereafter.  

Electronic Filing and Case Management System 
The Court marked the first year of DAWSON (Docket Access Within a Secure Online Network),13 which 
was launched on December 28, 2020. DAWSON is an open-source, cloud-based application that is mobile-
friendly. The system’s implementation included a new feature to electronically file a petition to start a 
new case, which has proved particularly beneficial during the pandemic.  

During the first year in operation, over 750 features were added and over 450 bugs were addressed. The 
system now permits the public to search and view Court orders and opinions without a fee. The Court 
recognizes the importance of access to case records and has prioritized the programming issues related 
to sealed documents and sealed cases. As functionality is added the Court will continue to realize greater 
efficiencies (e.g., related to consolidated cases, minute orders, and calendars). Overall, DAWSON 
continues to make the Court more accessible for taxpayers, practitioners, and the public. 

 

 

 
13 The Court’s new case management system, DAWSON, is named after the late Howard A. Dawson, Jr., 

a former Chief Judge and the longest serving judge of the Court (1962-2016).   
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Other Legislative Proposals 
Other legislative proposals submitted to Congress include the following fee proposals:  

Filing Fee   
The proposal amends 26 U.S.C. section 7451 to authorize the Court to impose a fee of $100 for the filing 
of any petition. The proposal authorizes adjustment for inflation. The proposal also provides express 
statutory authority to waive the filing fee in certain circumstances. 

Miscellaneous Fees 
The proposal amends 26 U.S.C. section 7451 to provide express statutory authority for the Court to 
impose various fees, not in excess of the fees charged and collected by the clerks of the district courts. 

Nonattorney Examination Fee 
The proposal amends 26 U.S.C. section 7452 to provide express statutory authority for the Court to 
impose the nonattorney examination fee. 

Transcript of Record 
The proposal amends 26 U.S.C. section 7474 to delete the express statutory authority to impose a fee for 
copying, comparison, and certification of any record, entry, or other paper. The Court would impose such 
fees pursuant to the newly enacted miscellaneous fees statutory authority.  

Practice Fee   
The proposal repeals 26 U.S.C. section 7475, Practice Fee, and authorizes the transfer of all accumulated 
funds collected pursuant to section 7475 to the section 7473 special fund (offsetting collections fee fund), 
to be used for the operation and maintenance of the Court. 

Disposition of Fees 
The proposal amends 26 U.S.C. section 7473 to provide that all fees collected by the Tax Court, except for 
the judicial conference fees provided in section 7470A, shall be deposited into the offsetting collections 
fee fund established by 26 U.S.C. section 7473. 
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